
The 19th Regional 
Training Conference 
kicks off September 
10th.  
This event will bring 
together FSU and UF in 
debate that will stimu-
late students with our 
three diverse commit-
tees: the Commission 
on the Status of 
Women, The UN Spe-
cial Commission on 
Iraq in 2002, and a 
crisis simulation of 
NATO handling situa-
tion in Kosovo in 1998. 
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Congratulations to Representative Matt Gaetz 

Wolrd Affairs Program 

Allumni, Representative 

Matt Gaetz was elected to the 

District 4 seat of the Florida 

House of Representatives. 

Gaetz becomes the first, of 

what is bound to be many, 

WAP alumni to be elected to 

public office.  

Gaetz, was a traveling mem-

ber of the World Affairs Pro-

gram and graduated in 2003. 

He was known for his quick 

wit in and out of committee. 

After graduating from FSU, 

Gaetz earned a law degree 

from the College of William 

& Marry. He then returned 

to his home of  Northwest 

Florida where he practices 

law in Fort Walton Beach.   

You can learn more about 

Gaetz on his campaign web-

pate at http://

www.mattgaetz.com/ 

Above outgoing director Ian Grossman celebrates 

a successful year at the end of the year banquet. 

Final conference results posted on page 6. 

A Successful Year Comes to an End 



Letter from the Chairman 

Alumni and Friends- 

It seems like only yesterday that Dean Cowart looked at me 
with the tilted-head of one questioning my sanity upon my 
announcement that our young alumni group would raise 
$25,000 for an endowment to support the program’s long 
term survival.  We confirmed her reasons for confidence in 
us by hoisting an Ed McMahon-sized check at the 20th An-
niversary banquet.  By the time of our banquet on April 9th 
to celebrate our 25th Anniversary that $25,000 will be in the 
account and the endowment vested. That donor group con-
sisted of Robert Johnson, Sarah Dreller, Emir Sirker, Ryan 
Letourneau, Eric Reading, Matt Gaetz, the Chicago law firm 
Freeborn & Peters, and myself among others.  We are 
thankful to each of them for the dedication they’ve shown 
over the years in time and money.   

I offer that glimpse into the past, so we can understand our 
path forward.  At this time of unprecedented budget uncer-
tainty both on the side of the university and within student government we must give those that 
support us an additional dose of monetary confidence that we are a cause worth investing in.  
Dean Rasmussen has offered unconditional support over the years; however, he looked at me 
with the same tilted-head look Dean Cowart gave me 5 years ago, when I said our alumni and 
friends would raise $100,000 in support of our endowment to honor our 25th anniversary.  Just 
as before, we have avoided a chiropractic bill for a Dean with a remarkable start to our cam-
paign that gives confidence to all, that we can and will reach this important milestone.  

Vice-Chairman Curry announced the campaign publically at the banquet in April by letting the 
room know that $15,000 was already committed by Emir Sirker, myself, and Curry.  He then 
invited those in attendance to join us.  When the shouting settled Robert Johnson ($5K), Sara 
Murphy ($5K), Matt Gaetz ($7K), Mike Fischer ($2.5K), James Hartman (an unemployed stu-
dent), and Farhood Basiri had all joined the cause.  Since then we’ve been joined by Eric 
Reading ($5K), Holly Anne and Ryan Letourneau ($5K), Rusten Hurd ($5K), Jennifer White 
($5K), Victoria McColm ($5K), Ruth and Ron Hedge ($5K), Rachel and Allin Hedge ($2.5K), 
Matt Stinson ($500), and others that are considering not if, but rather how much.  For those 
keeping track at home, we need another $25,000 to reach our goal with a March 2011 dead-
line.  Thank you to each of our generous donors and those that are on the verge of joining us.   

We seek these funds for two reasons, first the program must become self-sustaining to avoid 
the budget emergencies that have occurred time and time again.  The endowed account will 
immediately return 4% of the total as annual operating funds meaning the program will benefit 
by meaningful amounts starting next year.  Second, we must show the Dean, President Bar-
ron, Student Government, and our own Alumni that this program is worth investing in given the 
caliber of students it attracts and the alumni it retains.  Both realizations are vital to our survival 
while we raise the funds to make us a vibrant program well past our 100th anniversary and be-
yond. 

While the capital campaign has become my primary concern (other than law school and find-
ing a job) the rest of the board has remained busy on other projects.  Vice-Chairman Curry and 
Matt Stinson are overseeing the work of a webmaster that is bringing our web presence into 
the 21st century even as I type.  Last year’s team, led by past Director Ian Grossman, Assistant 
Director James Hartman, and the officer corps announced the most successful competitive 
year since the Austen DiPalma and Danielle Hale year’s of early 2000’s.  Additionally, new 
Director Jordan Raupp took the Robert Johnson Founder/Director’s Sword in a time of great 
uncertainty and immediately named our newest Windmueller Missile winner Sara Dejam and 
Missile Runner-Up Clayton Anderson as officers.  Perhaps most significant, was his announce-
ment of Maggie Spicer as Secretary General of this year’s Regional Training Conference.   
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Letter from the 

Chairman (Continued) 

No matter your involvement 
I hope you enjoy the news-
letter, consider a donation 
(all of the commitment‟s 
above are structured over 5 
years so no amount is too 
small per month to make a 
difference), look forward to 
the new website, and know 
how much you contributed 
to the standard of excellence 
we now represent.  Atten-
dance at this year‟s banquet 
will be huge given the out of 
town alumni interest sur-
rounding the gift, so please 
let me know if you can make 
the April 9, 2011 date so we 
can make sure you have a 
seat and President Barron 
gets a chance to meet you.  
The other significant dates 
to keep in mind are RTC 
(noted in article) and the 
alumni gathering for team 
dinner at NCSC in DC on 
the weekend of October the 
30th.   

Finally, I will close as I al-
ways do by noting that in 
the meantime, know that 
your program is being 
fought for everyday to pro-
tect our university‟s finest 
nationally acclaimed com-
petitive academic team.   

 

In Seminole Pride and 
Spirit, 

 

James G. Parker 

Chairman of the Board 

chairman@fsuwap.org 
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Send your 

Alumni 

pictures  or 

announce an 

event by 

sending 

information 

and pics to: 

adia@fsuwap.

org  

 

Alumni Gatherings 

Pictured are Josh Curry, Chris Smith, Danielle Hale, Eric 

Reading and his wife, Jenny.  

Emir Sirker, 

Victoria 

McColm, 

Danielle 

Hale, and 

Eric Reading 

in Washing-

ton, DC last 

June.   

In May, Julius Towers was in DC with his partner and joined 

most of the WAP DC gang with newly found local Shemika 

Pugh for drinks.  Julius, in-house counsel for Bristol Myers 

Squibb, and Shemika enjoyed swapping stories with old friends 

and regaling those of us they'd met for the first time with their 

tales.  In early June, Josh Curry was in town for an oral argu-

ment.  Unfortunately, Josh left a day too early to catch-up with 

Emir Sirker who was in from San Diego to deliver a briefing in 

the area.  Emir joined Eric Reading, Victoria McColm and Dan-

ielle Hale for brunch before Vic headed off to Erbil, Iraq and 

Eric contemplated when he would head to Afghanistan to 

check in on the new projects he is managing.  Danielle remains 

in DC where she would love to welcome you to town and intro-

duce you to the local WAP crowd, the nation's largest outside 

of Tallahassee, if you're ever passing through.    



In this edition of the WAP Newsletter we‟d like 
to introduce to you rising sophomore Sara 
Dejam. Sara, a distinguished delegate and de-
voted member, is notable for winning the John 
Windmueller award (more commonly known 
as “The Rocket”) as a freshman and, most re-
cently, being named the Assistant Director of 
Internal Affairs by current Director Jordan 
Raupp. Reporting by Haley Gentile. 

HG: How are you spending your summer? 

SD: I have an internship with State Represen-
tative Rachel Burgin from the Brandon area. I 
work with her on the bills she‟s authoring and 
on her re-election campaign. Once I am back 
in Tallahassee I am going to work on a 
„Women for Rachel‟ campaign. Other than that 
I really have just been going to the beach. 

HG: Do you have any other hobbies? How do 
you spend your free time? 

SD: I‟m in a band called June in January. I‟m 
vocals, but I have done harmonica, cello, key-
board…really anything they throw at me! I also 
horseback ride. 

HG: What are you studying at FSU? Why?SD: 
I‟m a dual major in Middle Eastern Studies 
and International Affairs. I myself am of Per-
sian descent, and I feel as though there are so 
many misunderstandings between the two 
cultures. I‟m studying it because I want to fo-
cus on bettering that part of the world, to fo-
cus on progress. 

HG: Do you find your studies are relevant to 
WAP? 

SD: Not for everything; my first committee 
took place in 2053, I don‟t think I ever have 
studied or ever will study could have prepared 
me for that. I do think that [Middle Eastern 
Studies and International Affairs] help me 
learn about the international community in 
general though. 

HG: Why did you choose FSU? 

SD: It was the furthest away from home where 
I could still get Bright Futures. It‟s funny be-
cause it‟s true. 

HG: What do you plan on doing after receiving 
your Bachelor‟s degree from FSU? 

SD: I want to go onto a graduate program. In 
what exactly, I‟m not sure. There‟s so much 
ahead of me that I don‟t quite have planned 

out yet and I like that. 

HG: If you could have any job with the guar-
antee that you would be financially provided 
for, what would you want to do? 

SD: I would want to study cultures in places 
that interest me like Morocco. I‟d want to 
immerse myself in really rural environments 
and go through what those people go 
through on a day-to-day basis. I don‟t care as 
much about urban environments. I care 
about the people; the true backbone of a so-
ciety. 

HG: What are you most looking forward to 
this upcoming year? 

SD: Definitely having my own apartment. I 
can‟t wait to be able to lock my door and to 
not have a roommate blasting Miley Cyrus or 
hosting prayer groups on my floor when I am 
trying to study or change my clothes. I‟m 
excited to have my privacy back. 

HG: Has your Iranian heritage shaped your 
identity? 

SD: I‟m definitely proud of who I am. It‟s a 
unique basis from which to view the rest of 
the world. My dad gets Persian satellite so I 
get how Americans view Iranian people, as 
well as what Iranian people think of Amer-
ica. It‟s a different perspective when those 
are your people. It makes you want to fix it; 
to do anything and everything you can to 
better what makes you, you. 

HG: Describe yourself in three words. 

SD: Sarcastic, driven, unique 

HG: This is a bit more challenging…describe 
WAP in three words. 

SD: Can I use the same three words? 
[laughs] Competitive, social…this is the 
hardest thing I have done all summer! Perti-
nent? Outgoing? That‟s it…outgoing. 

HG: Did you participate in Model United 
Nations in high school? 

SD: Yeah, since sixth grade actually. My 
middle school was focused on the interna-
tional community; though all they really did 
was paint flags on the walls and call it “multi
-cultural”. 

HG: When you came to FSU did you antici-
pate joining WAP? 

Student Spotlight: Sara Dejam 
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“At the 

time, I had 

no idea 

how big of 

an impact 

[the World 

Affairs] 

program 

was going 

to have on 

the rest of 

my college 

career.” 



SD: I wasn‟t aware we had a team. Natalie 
came to my orientation and when she was 
talking about WAP I thought, “Sounds like 
MUN!” and then she mentioned it was 
FSU‟s Model UN team…and a whole new 
program was brought to my attention. At the 
time, I had no idea how big of an impact 
that same program was going to have on the 
rest of my college career. 

HG: What was your favorite WAP-related 
memory this year? 

SD: NCSC in Washington D.C., definitely! It 
was the first trip of the year. It was nice, my 
first experience with everyone and we all got 
along so well. It was just 24 people working 
really, really well together. 

HG: What do you attribute your rocket to? 
What would say gave you an edge over other 
WAP members? 

SD: I really just did what was asked of me. 
It‟s kind of strange; I had never won an 
award in my entire seven year MUN career 
before this year. In middle school I was 
taught that knowing everything about a 
topic will help you win and in high school I 
was taught how to make a room revolve 
around you.  Separately, they‟re wrong – 
you need both. When I came to WAP, the 
older members like Erin, Ian, and James, 
they all helped me. If you ask questions, 
they‟re willing to help you. [They would say] 
“This works” or “Don‟t be stupid”. It‟s the 
people in our program that helped me to get 
where I am. 

HG: What would you say is your personal 
strength as a debater? 

SD: I know how to conduct myself in com-
mittee no matter who else is in the room or 
who I‟m representing. You have to know 
how to present yourself as a strong female 
delegate and not come off as, well in spite of 
a better word, I‟ll just say “rude”. That 
makes a huge difference, and I know how to 
do that; I do it rather well. 

HG: What are your goals for this club, as an 
officer, over the next year? 

SD: I want to see more intricate and rigor-
ous training techniques; I also want to start 
sooner with the training. We have a problem 
with new delegate retention because they‟re 

often placed in General Assembly committees 
but we don‟t train much for GA style commit-
tees. However, when they do well, they come 
back; so if everyone can be trained, including 
GA training, why not do it? There‟s nothing 
holding us back. We all have the talent; even 
if it takes another member‟s help to get it out 
of you, so why not start sooner? If we have the 
capability, and we‟ve proven time and time 
again that we do, I see no reason that we can‟t 
help every member meet their full potential. 

HG: Having sampled crisis at CHOMUN, 
would you say you prefer crisis or GA-style 
debate? 

SD: Though I‟ve gaveled both of the crises I 
have participated in – both at RTC and at 
ChoMUN – I feel as if I still don‟t really un-
derstand how to work a crisis effectively. I 
just feel comfortable in a GA. I can gauge how 
well I‟m doing in a GA; what I need to work 
on, what I can leave alone, etc. In a crisis, it 
isn‟t just what you do in front of everyone…I 
mean I don‟t know what you‟re doing back 
there, behind the scenes. So it‟s much harder 
for me to adjust what I‟m doing during com-
mittee – which is how I debate, I fix and re-
calculate what I need to do while I‟m debating 
based on how I view everyone else around me. 

Student Spotlight (continued from pg. 4)  
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“Sarcastic  

Driven  
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The National Collegiate 

Security Conference, bet-

ter known as NCSC, is a 

compilation of predomi-

nantly crisis-based com-

mittees held in October 

and set up by Georgetown 

University in Washington 

D.C. 

Best Delegates/
Gavels: 

Vincent Dale 

Sara Dejam 

Melissa Giddings 

Honorable Mentions: 

Clayton Anderson 

Richard Benson 

Ian Grossman 

Robert White 

Verbals: 

James Hartman 

 

Traveling Members: 

Haley Gentile 
Taylor Luskin 
Jordan Raupp 
Katy Shea  

ChoMUN Outstanding Small Delegation  

Best Delegates/Gavels: 
Ian Grossman 
Chris Hansford 
Maggie Spicer 
 
Outstanding  
Delegates: 
Sara Dejam 
 
 
 
 

Honorable Mentions: 
Andy LaBrecque 

Erin Williamson 

 
Traveling Members: 
Renzo Cafferata 
Amanda Fidalgo  

UPMUNC   Best Delegation 

The Five Colleges Model 
United Nations, better 
known as FCMUN, is put 
on by Mount Holyoke Col-
lege, University of Massa-
chusetts Amherst, Am-
herst, Hampshire, and 
Smith Universities on 
Mount Holyoke‟s campus 
in Massachusetts which 
includes only crisis and 
semi-crisis committees. 
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“We have 

won either 

Best or 

Outstanding 

Delegation 

at every 

conference 

we’ve 

attended 

this past 

year.” 

End of  the Year Awards 

Overall, this past year has 

been a remarkable one for 

the World Affairs Pro-

gram. We have won either 

Best or Outstanding Dele-

gation at every conference 

we’ve attended this past 

year. From coast to coast, 

we have maintained our 

level of competitiveness 

and perhaps even raised it. 

 

Spirit of the Pro-

gram:  

Erin Williams 

Best Diplomat: 

Richard Benson 

Best Crisis Delegate 

[The Grenade]: 

James Hartman 

 

 

Best Delegate, The 

John Windemueller 

Award [The Rocket]: 

Sara Dejam 

Directorship [The 

Sword]: 

Jordan Raupp 


